
Musical fairy tales 
by Howard Gri�ths and Fabian Künzli 

Howard Gri�ths and Fabian Künzli have together 
written four musical fairy tales since 2012. These works 
answer important questions in an exciting, entertaining, 
witty, child- friendly way: What’s an orchestra for?
Why are there so many instruments – and what are they? 
And what does the conductor do, the maestro? How 
does the «language of music» actually work? What do all 
the notes and mysterious signs tell us? What kind of 
music did composers write in di�erent centuries and 
di�erent countries? And most of all: How can we 
get kids interested in classical music? 

Howard Gri�ths is not just an experienced, successful 
conductor who has worked with many major international 
orchestras. He is also extremely successful in understand-
ing children. He takes them seriously, discusses with 
them at eye-level, so to speak, and children everywhere 
respond with great enthusiasm and appreciation. The 
proof can be seen in the international success of these 
musical fairy tales and in the many awards and enthu-
siastic reviews they have earned. 

As a composer, Fabian Künzli has a similar approach. 
He is convinced that children aren’t concerned about 
di�erent styles, and that it’s perfectly possible to get them 

enthusiastic about so-called «classical music»: 
they like a tangible, corporeal music and don’t 
just have to listen to the «mainstream» (though 

this should also be on o�er to them). 

Howard Gri�ths

«It is incredibly important to introduce 
children to classical music at an early 
age. They need music to be able to 
develop their emotional world and their 
imagination. And you can’t start early 
enough. At some point the door has 

closed, as it were, and it gets di�cult to reach them with 
classical music. Then you’ve missed this wonderful, 
magical opportunity to sow the seeds for them to appre-
ciate one of the human race’s highest achievements – 
a Beethoven Symphony, for example. We have to awaken 
their enthusiasm for music. Schools alone can’t do this. 
But an orchestra is predestined for it!» 
Howard Gri�ths, author and conductor

www.howardgri�ths.ch

Fabian Künzli

«I believe that artistic work for and with 
young people o�ers them an extremely 
valuable opportunity. My passion for this 
work is not just about mediating music 

for them, or educating them, because I believe that the 
open, unprejudiced attitude of children and their honest 
reactions can play a truly fundamental role in shaping 
the future of art. Children have a greater sense of curiosity 
and interest in the unknown than adults – and it is in 
this soil that seeds have to be sown» 
Fabian Künzli, composer

www.fabiankuenzli.ch

« A gripping artwork, spiced up with a�ectionate 
humour and ideal for kids. It has what it takes to 
replace Sergei Prokofiev’s ‘Peter and the Wolf’» 
as an educational classic in children’s music.»
Märkische Allgemeine 

« All that music can conjure up – 
‘The Witch and the Maestro’ is a real 
orchestral story» Basler Zeitung 

Impressum

Story by Howard Gri�ths

Music by Fabian Künzli

Illustrations by Karin Hellert

Design: Claire Gri�ths

Each of these musical fairy tales comes with a PowerPoint presentation and a 

book with an accompanying CD or a QR-Code with an MP3 version.

Performance rights, parts and books can be acquired from www.ricordi.de

Fabian Künzli

Orchestral

FAIRY   
 TALES 

for children

FAIRY   
 TALES 
FAIRY   

« The combination of story, music, 
soundtrack and illustration clearly shows 
that all those involved are musicians 
themselves, which is particularly evident 
in the character of the conductor 
by Howard Gri�ths..»
Das Orchester
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This story is naturally just as amusing and 
exciting. It tells of a dispute between 
mice and cats on a farm who all love mu-
sic – though each loves only his own, 
which can’t end well! The mice go on the 
run from the cats and end up in the local 
concert hall, where an orchestra joins the 
fun. They all make their own music: the 

cats, the mice and then the orchestra – which has its own, rath-
er di�erent view of music … And along the way, children learn 
why we need notes, tempo markings and more besides. 

Age group: 5 – 10 years
Duration : 50 minutes

The story of the Witch and the Maes-
tro is an exciting, humorous intro-
duction to the orchestra for children 
in which the di�erent instrument 
families are presented in an amusing 
way. They all live in a village where 
each instrument family has its own 
house. Every day they rehearse with 

the Maestro, and everything is wonderful until suddenly the 
little, bad-tempered Witch makes a furious intervention. 
She plans to upset this whole idyll – because she isn’t al-
lowed to play along. And yet she so loves to play the violin … 
Everything naturally ends well, because the Maestro re-
solves the chaos with bravura and diplomacy! 

Age group: 5 – 10 years
Duration : 55 minutes

WOW! Our orchestra has got an invita-
tion from the International Association 
of Witches to take part in the legendary 
Walpurgis Night celebrations! There’s 
no money to pay flight tickets, but that 
doesn’t matter. After all, why else do 
they have a witch on board?! She’ll or-
ganise a whole host of flying broom-

sticks! Sadly, they still have to reckon with the wicked gnome 
Knürsch, who makes sure they keep landing in the wrong 
place – and in the wrong century … On this journey, children 
learn about di�erent composers in their respective times. And 
of course, our orchestra still arrives just in time for the dance 
at the witches’ gathering place! 

Age group: 5 – 10 years
Duration : 50 minutes

The Witch and the Maestro The Orchestral Mice The Flying Orchestra Jin and the Magic Melon

Orchestration:

›  Concert version:
2(2Picc, Ocarina).2(EH).2.2(CBsn) – 4(+sm. lotus flutes ad lib.).2.2.1 –
Pk, Perc – Hf – Str – Narrator – (plus kitchen Instruments)

›  Version for wind orchestra: 
Picc(Ocarina), 2 Fl(1Picc), Ob, Fg, 3 Kl in Bb, Bkl in Bb – 2 ASax in Es, 
TSax in Bb, BarSax in Es – 3 Trp in Bb, 4 Hrn in F, 2 TPos, BPos, Tba – 
Pk, Perc – Narrator – (plus Recorders and kitchen Instruments)

›  Version for chamber ensemble 
1(Picc, Ocarina).1(EH).1.1. – 2Hrns.1Trp – Perc – Str. 1.1.1.1.1. – 
Narrator – (plus kitchen Instruments)

Orchestration: 

›  Concert version
2(Picc).2(EH).2.2 – 4.2.3.1 – 

Pk, Perc – Hf – Str – Narrator

›  Version for chamber orchestra
1(Picc).1(EH).1.1 – 2.1.1.1 – Perc – Hf – Str – Narrator

Orchestration:

1(Picc).1.1.1. – 0.0.0.0. –
Perc – Darbuka (+ Kudüm),
Kanun, Ney, Guzheng –
Str – Narrator

Age group: 5 – 10 years

The Orchestral Mice

TSax in Bb, BarSax in Es – 3 Trp in Bb, 4 Hrn in F, 2 TPos, BPos, Tba – 

This story is naturally just as amusing and 
exciting. It tells of a dispute between 

The Flying Orchestra

Perc – Darbuka (+ Kudüm),
Orchestration:

2(Picc).2(EH).2.2 – 4.2.3.1 – Pk, Perc – Hf – Str – Narrator

solves the chaos with bravura and diplomacy! 

This story starts out magically in the 
truest sense of the word: With ten-
year-old Sven and a melon that holds 
within it a bewitched spirit. The spirit 
would love to be free to fly through 
the air once more, but unfortunately 
the weather god got bored and so put 
a spell on him. And if the spirit doesn’t 
provide some musical entertainment, 
things will go badly for him. This is 

where Sven comes in. He’s read the story of the legendary 
Silk Road, of foreign cities and people, and of strange, musi-
cal sounds … Now all they need is a flying carpet … This story 
presents the instruments darbuka, ney, qanun and sheng. 

Age group: 6 – 12 years
Duration : 45 minutes

Was nominated for the 
JUNGE OHREN PREIS and
was shortlisted for the young 
talent award of the German 
Academy for Children and 
young adult literature in 2012.
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